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■ ii . aWttttits iP sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

£ i S S and Section GOT of the Administer Instiuctions under fhe PCI} 
These annexes consist of a total of _r^T sheets. _ 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I Q[j Basis of the report, 

II I I Priority 

m □ Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive stop or industrial applicability 

IV I I Lack of unit.v of invention 
^ , * * i i» Ar+iplp S*5r2ri with regard to noveltv, inventive step or industrial applicability* 

V ra Reasoned statement, under Article 

v L±l Xtions and explanations supporting such statement 

Yi Q^j Certain documents cited 

Vn □ Certain defects in the international application 

YIU □ Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/06322 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
j-^j the description: 



pages _ 
pages _ 
pages _ 



1-20 > ^ originally filed 

NONE , filed with the demand 



NONE , filed with the letter of . 



D_ *° daimS: 21 _34 , as originally filed 



pages _ 



NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

P s mm ~~_______ — ' flled ^ ^ demand 

nacres NONE , filed with the letter of — 



__ ^Jf WfagS: ms , as originally filed 

JONE ' . filed with the demand 



pages _ 
pages _ 



NONE , filed with the letter of _ 



[X] the sequence listing^part of the d escription: ^ ^ fiied 

pag6S " TC " ' ~ , filed with the demand 

pages NONE __ 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of. _ 

2 W_„gam to _elanguag^ 
£^&A^°^X^oS^ : which, 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I-] «* language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence lasting: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

PI furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

H Tie statement mat the subsequently *n_£*g» sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
1—1 international application as filed has been furnished. 

ri The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
I — ' been furnished. 
4 \x\ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

G_i the description, pages NONE — ^ 

LH the claims, Nos. NONE 

[x] the drawings, sheets/fig _JH_ . 

5. □ This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not bera mad^ since they have been considered to go 
beyonSfce enclosure . Artirht u are referred to 

I J"t ? re!,Lment s^t ****** such a^ m ,nt, must be referred to under item 1 and annexed wJUsjmb 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intemational application No. 
PCT/US03/06322 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Claims 1-1 12 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article SS(2)-(4.), because the prior art does not teach or tairly suggest 
applicant claimed a ferrule comprising a body having a forward portion with a thickness, T, less than 3000 microns but 
least a minimum thickness sufficient to support optical fibers inserted into fiber holes formed in the forward portion. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



